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2/20/72 


i : hc* Jew York Dixie 3 

1 -» o"t« , .id 

*» 2-ji— on y -J •. v • 200^6 

Dear -''red. 


Lingering trouble with tie thumb makea inadvisable use of that hand for extracting files 
frou over-jamsd cabinets, so I’ll reply to your ktjctr ^'17 fro- nvnory. I did understand 
you to say ycur call was to tei_ oo that you would respond to the questions I wrote, and I 
took those things you did go into to be illustrative of the candor you intended. those responses 


were heloful a 


a n 


squate r&coru ox' tnea. nowever, as a. 


you re a 


/OU 


did act adnrsss sooe t;iat 1 tlteix among tie ..ere important, dare I aeon not oul for r.y own 
writing, but - take the liberty of sug estteg for your tni:a±ng and in your interest. In 
particu_ar those questions I asked about your satisfaction, at tie tine anu in retrospect, 
about you r own professional perfoman.ee: did you treat this as all other stories, did you no 


as you woula have with art ordinary story, tilings 


like 


that, ciy own view A hav 


in advance of Lattiaer* s seed 


Jg dilijr 01 


-wad a clear 
£. Ibis is 


to you ii 

the kind of thing I feel a rust admress, and 1 would prefer not to address it without cement 
from you. Walesa you .mke oaucst, I'll have to be limited to ny own news experiences of the 
oast and ay observations of uresent practises. 


lour second graph is a repetition of -..'hat you told us. 1 not only no not doubt it, but 
it nates perfectly good senes. That i.. -to new development in mwnpap- ring. It tit 30s ny 
own ecu tors kept ticklers, and I ejaintainsh ay own. If 1 did not ate if you inquires into 
the tasis for selecting Lattisar, as - think I did, if you did ass anu are under no con— 


stramts, 
anyone se. 
after the 


telXSi SvUX'te 


trm answer . Jranxxy, xz mrszxixes xe, as 
at -a tine of least Interest anu no nubile 


toes. zlio aeci sxoi 
aerand at all. i 


to net 
ven 


inor sensation you started, A know of 


second-day story -anywnere. none 


major papers aid ate. out ignore it. I .c-ow of one t nt followed your piece .ith e call to 
Hkoads and jc- tween the two carries ieo. than two sticks, ^c, with no popular or henna dy 
interest to serve, I also find nyself wondaring if the ortepte.2 idea was marshall's. There 
is no reason to pressua.. ana I do not pre.uae a nro-esisting relationship Between bin and 
Latuiner, a_d ay own hunch is t.o_t politically they are wide apart, as I think of this I 
regard it at no re likely that someone he felt he coul . trust gave marshal], the idea, and 
if this is correct, the field is pretty lira tec. marshal! is so uainfo-raed' and so hungup 
I doubt 1- really knows what he is into, one the last thing he'll do is talk to somebody 
who docs or can know ana holds a view- contrary to the official line. I doubt his self- 
respect, if , indeed, hit reputation, survives what he has ana has not done. In what for ns 
is a considerable cost in tine, aim sou-tines in exasperation, a nave triad to inf cm hin, 
but he gust refuses to think, depending, I would suppose, on those in his. past -in whom ha 


vnen nac 

area in 


Xidanee. There arc none so alinu as those who will not see. 


T/Way, 


nsvo :u?n— confiut-gtial xnovlea 


-m- , 


_ wcuA i vieioose it. 


if you cannot or will not take the tine to anser the unanswered questions in ;.nte, 

- have trds suggestion: I have a consultation with an oi-thopaedic surgeon within walking 
distance of your of-'ioe at 2:30 a.s. The consultation itself should not tan. long, a camot 
forecast whither new X-rays will be indicate a, or theraphy, or manuring for a brace \i never 
knew tlicy cam. for thumbs), out any one of these things coul c. -ate. in se. If you arc then 
free, I'l. bring *y tape recorder ana wo can go over the regaining questions, lx' ono at 
the f. ctory for repairs is back by then, i'll bring, both if ycu would like one for yourself. 
If you would and 1 tevs only the one machine, I'll xak-_ a cub for you. -his id to satisfy you, 
if you iiavu any question, about fidelity of quotation, uirect or indirect, bhould you like, 

I on quite wilting to further, a you ha we in part k-owtt all along. I' a w electee a visit fro- 
you here. It is an hour from your office, less froa northwest or suburban hdiyland. There nay 
be none things you'd like to know, depending on whet, sowe would nave to be in confidence. 



Should you elect this. 


there, nay be some other side-benefits in it for you, 

. nily - I know only the once reference you cade in 196b, that my bklT-xdi: 

between youxand your wife in hoc, when you both wanted to reac it ( aconpleuent not 
reflected in your subsequent brief comment on it). If you have Kids,, they sight enjoy the 
countryside. If if is cold enough, w nave a pond on ..rich the neighborhood Kino ice— skste. 


1 taue 


mother liberty sue suggest 


bii 'IVZ /iS-iH "50 


l: lurxner oi your seii^ence: 


"There ..ay be son-- tricky business afoot here* 'out I’a net knowingly part oi it, so I don’t 
Hind, telling anything." If I thought you were consciously part of any such thin..., do you 
sup ose I'd have uade so <ue of the offers I have made to you? cut there is no aoubt in :y 
rind that both things are true, timt there is "sone tricky business afoot" an- that you are 
oart of it. - have rtore than ones indicated to you that in ay opinion you were use—. You 
enjoy no monopoly, and I can shov. you how this happened from almost th. first day with the 
Jii assassination ana is hap ; wnin_ even today with that xi of --ing. ;If I forget to cone 
back to this, renind ae, for I can establish it with ease, an-, it nay, in tine, interest yon.) 
If I an less than happy with sons of your reporting, knowing the 1'ines policy and the problems 
of reporting so naay things that one can't become expert in any, this does not lead to the 
deduction that your are dishonest or .anything, like that. I also mo., the degree to which a 
-gn covering a beat cones to depend upon an- to trust scire of his sources. The one trouble 
I have here is indicated above, which led to ny questions about the profession a lism of your 
handling of the story, for here is where I think you hurt yourself and were responsible for 
the wholesaling of fiction as reality, ana I know others working in the field hold a harsher 
vied than I. It will take tin- for you to reach your own independent judgement. 

The tri cky— business part also lends to apprehensions about the nor ma l i ty you plan, 

"If Burke drugs his feet ixuch longer there -.fill be & story in that.* -t is only natural 
that you carry' this further, for “hat is a reporter's obligation, Ay concern is with cone 
of the consequences, ana the probability 'uliei.'v there are those who well know that it is 
predictable that you win soon bo asking questions, aa others, surprisingly , a- vs not. I 
consider it not unlikely that rinse say oe some who want this, some in official positions# 

I do not think -nr shall does. And, I can also think of a ready answer he can give you: "I 
have let one expert se- it. He has reported what he saw, and his reporting goo wide attention. 
Anything else would be no more than the sensational and undignified use the contract was 
designed to prevent." Would you regard this unreasonable without prodding fro- se? Or, would 
your editors? Without ny knowledge, I would not. .me I third: marshall has no reason to. -y 
apprehensions lie elsewhere, “y concern is with the further prostitution cf truth, in tire 
very broadest sense. You night want to consider if th- future records 'that you were one of 
the instruments used for such purposes, as you have been several tines, I do not by the 
renotest indirection suggest with your knowledge or desire, you will then be content. 


As you know, I can' t deal with this wothout deali ng with you. As you have no way of 
knowing, I have to no it twice. Your explanations about the one you do not know more than 

satisfy ire and justify an account I tuink you wil not resent. Bo you can understand now 

open ny intentions are, 1 will ce happy to show you noth treatments in rough draft aac. if 
you have any objections of suggestions, will be glad to consider tires# ny quest is not for 
goats. I seek truth ax the raking of ao complete and accurate a record as I can on what 
1 have cos- to regard as on.j_.of the major turning points in history as well as a unique 
study in the functioning of government. Thu.-, ihrx example, answers to questions I night not 
find necessary to -use in this epilogue bo a completed book ray have a fu.urc value an part 
of an archive. I have hundreds and hundreds of hours of taped interviews I think will serve 
future inerests that I ray n-ver use in any writing or have or wil_ use only in part. One of 
the great satisfactions to ne lias been the willingnes; of so many generally regarded by 
"critics" 

us eaiaently fair and privately say directly ap.ositu what tney alleged in court (you nay 
recall they never subpenaed ne as a witnes in that proceeding), even the soot extreme of 
the very far right. ..sine from asm-ring. 


.3 "the other side" to trust ne ana in many cases to provide real help. x hi3 
public officials. Clay Shaw's friends and lawyers, who regard ny treatment of 



iu owners tn&t nay oceui 


' ~ rXii.^ movers tO tnOSc - Uesticns — '■'-~ 1 ~>- 1 rj - 

i. m<5 f<;rs i3 insaterial to ue. 


■^at-inor' s answer to questions I asked hiss say interest you: he -ji 1 1 send 
reprint of wnatevor ha writes. 


iou use a phrasing tint interests ne, clthough it &ay be- without ceasing. I have 
jxjan writing this while resting free bursts of digging oat. Wo have had the worst atois. 
an years, wits winds, I'a sure, close to hurricane strength, The thought occurred with the 
snovoi, not your latter, in hand, Xoa say that Lattiner ’’received a letter iron .Marshall * 
chat the archives didn't consider a final approval.” This reminds re of one of ny exper- 
iences, where x-^rshall twice tola ns that it was okay with hi.: if it wore okay -th the 
-urchi vi s t which, need I tell you, it was not? If something like this happened, it would 
nave tae net ef.ect of letter nhoads, not Marshall, make the final decision. Fat is 
what happened with ne. 

I also have heard froa Cyril recently. He then had had no approval, ho word is no 
approval. He asked ne if I would consult with his prior to his going in if he were 
approved. **y response was that thus wound depend on conditions, unless they change, I do 
E ° 1 ' approve his seeing tms stuff now because of the condi tioas^ '-he context. On this I 
seen to be a ninority of one. However, everything tint has happened convinces me tint ny 
understanding and ny position are correct, 

mariner I referred to tne day case. if you have interest in the point I was making, 
get the current issue of Esquire and read what I do not believe you aim be in a position 
to evaluate. Bynun Shaw’s piece, ’’Are jfou Bure feu know Who silled Martin Luther" ii ing?~ 
There are several easily comprehended pointsat which it become apparent that, assuming 

have oeen of nonest intent, he was used, Whether the dishonesty is his or that of 
another or others, the consequences can be quite serious and evil, day’s unsuccessful " 
effort to escape six days ago nay be one. That he was not killed in tin t effort is a 
fortunate accident. 




